The Parkes 64 m telescope has been used to survey a complete sample of nearby red giants (i.e. not members of close binaries or showing strong emission lines of Call). The sample consisted of all 82 stars in the Bright Star Catalogue within 30 pc having spectral types G, K, M and luminosity classes I, II, III south of the celestial equator.
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We detected 24 stars, consisting of 19 G or K giants, 2 G or K bright giants (luminosity class II) and 3 of the 5 M giants in our sample. The list of detections and pertinent data are given in Table 1 .
The emitted 8.4 GHz power and surface flux distributions of the 24 detections have medians two orders of magnitude lower than those of the active radio emitters in close binaries and other rapidly rotating single stars. We show that the field red giants with their low rotation velocities probably fit into the surface-flux/rotation velocity relation derived for the faster rotators.
Our detection of non-thermal microwave emission from late K and M giants raises some interesting questions regarding the transition of a stellar atmosphere from a hot corona to a cool stellar wind as the star evolves. The existing Einstein, IUE and VLA observations of cool giants suggest a rather sharp boundary in the H-R diagram between stars possessing hot coronae and stars with cool winds. The fact that approximately one-third of our giant detections are situated in the postulated cool-wind part of the H-R diagram suggests that the transition is much more gradual, if present at all.
A more detailed account and discussion of the survey will be published elsewhere. 
